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THINGS YOU NEED
TO KNOW BEFORE
YOU DEBATE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE REFORM
There are a LOT of opinions out there about
crime and our criminal justice system in the U.S.
Unfortunately, there aren’t always a lot of facts.
We’ve made this quick “cheat sheet” for you to
reference when your Facebook feed erupts in heated
back-and-forth, when the Twitter notifications are
flying or defunding the police becomes a debate
that threatens to severely ruin your family dinner.
The information here is from reputable sources,
and while it’s not a comprehensive education on
this issue, it’s a good start.
At Lawndale Christian Legal Center (LCLC), we’ve
learned a lot about this issue because we live this
issue. As a community-based, community-led
nonprofit that’s been providing holistic criminal
defense for young people, 24 and younger, in
Chicago’s North Lawndale for over 11 years, we’ve
seen first-hand how important this discussion, and
coming up with real solutions, is. For us it’s not just
an academic or political debate. It’s life or death.
So, we’re glad you’re talking about this. And we hope
as you keep talking, these facts can be helpful.
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B I PA R T I S A N S U P P O R T E D

Americans share a lot
of common ground
on this issue. In fact,
recent polls suggest
an overwhelming
95% of us are in favor
of some reforms in
the criminal justice
system and police.

95%

Tense social media exchanges and
partisan terminology leave us feeling
confused and divided. But Americans
across the political spectrum share
goals for criminal justice reform.
Goals like:
consequences for criminal
behavior that are proportionate,
restorative, and effective
fewer people in our prisons
trust between law enforcement
and citizens
responsible distribution of taxpayer
dollars
reduced crime rates
increased safety for ALL
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REFRAMING 'DEFUNDING'

Over 50% of our current criminal justice funds
are spent on policing… and another 30% on
keeping prisons running for those 2.2 million
incarcerated Americans. But there’s little
evidence to suggest that heavy policing,
punitive justice, and long prison sentences
actually make us safer.
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MORE

≠LESS

Statistically, more police doesn't necessarily
equal less crime. Lawndale, one of the
most heavily policed neighborhoods in
Chicago, has 10x the national average police
presence. Lawndale is also home to nearly
3x the average number of violent crimes
in Chicago. It’s one small neighborhood
example, but nationally, the statistical
correlation between police presence and
lower crime rates is non-existent. The
numbers just aren’t there.
POLICE PRESENCE
Lawndale 10X
National Average
VIOLENT CRIME RATE
Lawndale 3X
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National Average

A NATIONAL
ECONOMIC BURDEN

Our current criminal justice system
is expensive. Really expensive. Every
year, the US spends over $300 billion
dollars on police and prisons. And
with 2.2 million Americans currently
in prison, the economic impact of
their resulting health issues, lost
wages, and expenses brings the
estimated total burden on our
economy to $1.2 trillion.

5

A PERSONAL
FINANCIAL BURDEN

The financial burden of arrest and
incarceration on families does = more
crime. Moving and housing expenses,
legal fees, increased mental and physical
health care needs, and difficulty finding
employment after incarceration devastate
families. Returning to crime can become
the easiest, or only, way out of poverty.
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BREAKING THE CYCLE

75% of young adults
released from
ARREST
incarceration are
INCARCERATE
re-arrested within
RELEASE
3 years. Without holistic
REPEAT
intervention, 3 out of 4
young people who are
incarcerated before age 24 will return
to prison within 3 years of their release.
We call it the arrest / incarcerate / release /
repeat cycle, and it needs to be disrupted
early, and fast.
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REDUCING RECIDIVISM

A holistic approach to justice drastically
reduces recidivism (repeated criminal
behavior) rates. Remember Lawndale?
At LCLC we’ve found that when young
people are offered community-led,
community-based support services that
include housing, employment training
and placement, educational support,
and mental health and substance abuse
counseling, there’s a dramatic drop in
the national average re-arrest rate of
75% (over 3 years). In 2019, for example,
youth working with LCLC had only a
8% re-arrest rate. Yes, you read that
correctly. 8%.

THE CYCLE IS INHERITED

The arrest / incarcerate / release / repeat
cycle causes generational harm. Children
of incarcerated parents are nearly twice
as likely to drop out of high school. As a
result, their lifetime earning potential is
significantly decreased. Even more
alarming, they’re five times more likely
than their peers to wind up incarcerated,
creating more economic burden for their
families and our economy.
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THE SCALES ARE TIPPED

Black men and
women are bearing
more than their share
of the burden. Black
men and women are
MORE LIKELYTO BE
less likely to be hired
KILLED BY POLICE
DURING ARREST
after incarceration,
earn significantly lower lifetime wages
than their white counterparts, are five
times more likely to be stopped without
just cause than a white person and are
three times more likely to be killed by
police during arrest.

75%

8%

NATIONAL AVERAGE

LCLC CLIENTS (2019)
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RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE

Restorative Justice is better for
communities AND individuals. LCLC’s
results in Lawndale are a small part of
a much larger national conversation
around restorative justice. Restorative
justice works within communities
to repair harm rather than punish,
focuses on human well-being vs.
the letter of the law, and embraces
holistic approaches to justice that
are proven to reduce crime, increase
safety, and restore community health.

10 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU DEBATE CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

|

LCLC.NET

Let’s find common ground and begin
building real justice for all…together.
If we can work together toward Restorative Justice, we have demonstrable reason
to hope. Here at the Lawndale Christian Legal Center, we’ve seen incredible change
happen when we can keep people out of the arrest / incarcerate / release / repeat
cycle and invest in their real needs for housing, education, job skills and mental
health. We’re optimistic that our nation’s current focus on the changes that need
to be made will lead us toward safer communities, better return for our tax dollar
investment, and a justice that’s more just for all.

Here's how you can help:
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Share this PDF with your friends and family –
you can use our download link here.
Visit lclc.net to learn more about the work
LCLC is doing in Chicago and how you can
join in the work for restorative justice.
Follow us on Facebook and keep in touch!
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